CLAIMS: 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed and desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. A fishing net for the capture and live release of a fish comprising: 
a handle grasped by a user of the net; and, 

a net attached to the handle and having two sections, a first and upper section a 
mouth end of which is attached to the handle for scooping a fish into the net, and a second 
and lower section in which the fish is retained after capture and until release, the lower end 
of the upper section of the net being open for the fish to fall through the upper section of 
the net into the second section thereof, the upper end of the lower section of the net being 
open for the fish to fall into the lower section of the net, and the lower end of the second 
section of the net being closed so to retain the fish in the net after its capture. 

2. The fishing net of claim 1 in which the handle has one end which is grasped by a 
fisherman to maneuver the net when a fish is caught on the end of a line, the other end of 
the handle comprising a loop about which the upper end of the first section of the net 
attaches, the loop defining a mouth of the net. 

3. The fishing net of claim 2 in which the largest diameter and greatest 
circumference of the net is at the open, upper end of the first section of the net. 

4. The fishing net of claim 3 in which the first section of the net tapers in diameter 
from its upper end to its lower end, the taper in diameter being a gradual taper so the 
upper section of the net has sufficient volume to hold a fish once the fish is caught in the 
net. 



5. The fishing net of claim 4 further including a band encircling the net at the 
juncture between the first and second sections of the net, the lower end of the upper 
section of the net and the upper end of the lower section of the net each being connected 
to the band, and the band defining a mouth to the second section of the net. 

6. The fishing net of claim 5 in which the band is an elastic band. 

7. The fishing net of claim 5 in which the second section of the net forms a pocket 
whose lower end is closed so a fish landed in the net cannot escape through the bottom of 
the net. 

8. The fishing net of claim 7 in which the pocket comprises an elongated, narrow 
diameter fish net whose length is greater than its diameter at the mouth of the second 
section of the net. 

9. The fishing net of claim 7 in which the length of the pocket is wider than the 
diameter of the pocket so a fish caught in the net will fit lengthwise into the second section 
of the net, be constrained therein and not able to move about in the bottom of the net, 
thereby allowing a fisherman to readily grasp and control the fish by encircling his hand 
around the outside of the second section of the net and squeezing the fish. 

10. A fishing net for the capture and live release of a fish comprising: 

a handle having one end which is grasped by a fisherman to maneuver the net when 
a fish is caught on the end of a line, the other end of the handle comprising a loop; and, 
a net attached to the handle and a first section with a mouth end which attaches to the loop 
end of the handle for scooping a fish into the net, and a second section in which the fish is 
retained after capture and until release, the lower end of the first section being an open end 
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for the fish to fall through the first section of the net into the second section thereof, the 
second section of the net comprising an elongated, narrow diameter pocket whose length is 
greater than its diameter at a mouth of the second section of the net. 

11. The fishing net of claim 10 further including a band encircling the net at the 
juncture between the first and second sections thereof, the lower end of the first section of 
the net and the upper end of the second section of the net each being connected to the 
band with the band defining a mouth to the second section of the net 

12. The fishing net of claim 11 in which the length of the pocket Is wider than its 
diameter so a fish caught in the net will fit lengthwise into the second section of the net, 
and be constrained therein and not able to move about in the bottom of the net so to allow 
a fisherman to readily grasp and control the fish by encircling his hand around the outside of 
the second section of the net and squeezing the fish 

13. The fishing net of claim 12 in which the first section of the net tapers in 
diameter from its upper end to its lower end, the taper in diameter being a gradual taper so 
the upper section of the net has sufficient volume to hold a fish once the fish is caught in 
the net. 

14. The fishing net of claim 11 in which the band is an elastic band. 
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